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My Japanese Portfolio

Welcome to your Japanese Portfolio. This resource will help you turn your Japanese language acquisition
course into a personal journey and prepare you fully for the assessments.

This two-part Portfolio encourages the students to review the relevant vocabulary and grammar prior to
answering the questions, thus providing a great revision tool in preparation for the different assessment
components. Part 1 of the Portfolio contains the English questions and answers besides the Japanese
ones, whereas Part 2 only offers the Japanese ones. This helps the student progress towards the final
examination in which no English is provided.

What is the Japanese Portfolio ?

Every language acquisition course is an organic course. You will learn vocabulary, grammar, syntax, skills
and cultural facts throughout the various units that your teacher presents. While the course is open-
ended, there are a wide range of themes and topics that »ust be covered and that are the same for all

languages.

The following are the most common themes and topics of a language acquisition course :

Identities | Experiences Human Social Sharing the
ingenuity | organization planet
Personal Daily routine Transport Neighbourhood Climate
attributes
Personal Leisure Entertainment Education Physical
relationships geography
Eating and Holidays Media The workplace Environment
drinking
Physical Festivals and Technology Social issues Global issues
well-being celebrations

Since the acquisition of a new language is an ongoing and organic process, you are encouraged to develop
your personalized Japanese Portfolio. The development of a Portfolio will help you a great deal as you
expand your knowledge and understanding of spoken and written Japanese and as you undertake
progressively more complex readings, writings and oral presentations.

This Portfolio has been divided up into five themes and twenty topics. For each topic a number of
questions have been suggested. The questions range from basic to complex and you are encouraged to
answer each one of these questions whilst using the vocabulary and grammar that you learn in your

lessons.

This process of answering many questions allows you to familiarize yourself with the topic-specific
vocabulary, to revise and practise the grammatical concepts learned and to provide personalized answers
in writing and speaking. The creative nature of the Portfolio also allows for differentiation, where you



can challenge yourself to provide detailed answers, to explore grammatical variations (eg tenses) and to
set minimum requirements for yourself (eg “use at least three adjectives”).

The table below shows you the various applications of your Portfolio.

Applications of the Writing Listening Reading Speaking
Portfolio
Coverage of all the N N N N
course topics
Vocabulary practice N N N|
Grammar practice \ N N
Writing practice v v
Speaking practice v
Listening practice N
Combining Portfolio N N
paragraphs will lead to
almost complete
responses
Cultural understanding N N N N|

By the time you reach the end of the course, you will have a complete set of questions and answers that

will, in various forms, be tested in your various formative and summative assessments.

How do I use my Japanese Portfolio ?

This Portfolio workbook contains a comprehensive list of questions and answer options that have been
grouped by theme and by topic.

Your task is to :

e find the questions that you cover as you progress through the language acquisition course. For example,
once you have covered part or all of the topic of “Eating and Drinking”, you should consult the Portfolio
section on this topic;

e study the vocabulary and the grammar related to the topic in question before attempting to answer all the
relevant questions;

e study the many answer options that have been given and select the ones that apply to your personal
situation. From these options, construct your answers in a personalized manner. For example, when you
describe yourself, simply select the features that correspond with what you look like. Of course, you are
free to add more features or to change what needs to be changed;

e practise your writing but also your speaking : read the questions and the answer options out loud, draft

your answer paragraph and learn how to say that paragraph;



keep up to date with your course. As soon as you have covered a certain topic, or parts thereof, you
should work on the corresponding questions. This will prevent your independent work from building up
beyond manageable levels. Always remember that a new language is learned on a daily basis, not on the
eve of the test or examination ...

add your own additional questions at the end of each section. We do not claim to have produced an
exhaustive list of questions.

Portfolio example

When you are being asked : « Can you describe your house/flat 2» (Question 14), you must not simply say

that your house is big or small or that your flat has five rooms. In order to fully exploit this question and

show how much you have learned in Japanese, you should differentiate between :

whether your home is a house, an apartment, a chalet, a mansion

whether your home is big or small

whether your home is modern or not

whether your home is near the city centre, in the suburbs or in the countryside
whether there is one floor or more than one floor

how many rooms there are in your home

which rooms there are in your home

whether there is a garden or not

whether there is a view of the mountains or of the town

etc.

When describing your home, why not include a photo in your write-up, Powerpoint presentation or blog

entry ? Be as creative and artistic as you can when working on your Portfolio — it is there for you to

enjoy !

Possible formats of your Portfolio

Eventually your Portfolio will become a summary and a record of your language-learning experience. It

is something you should celebrate and be proud of, so think of a way in which you can fully express

yourself and revise best for your tests and examinations.

Some options include :

using an exercise book to prepate your answers in writing;
working on a word-processed Portfolio;

developing a blog;

creating Powerpoint presentations;

producing short video clips;

etc.

Your teacher may also ask you to produce a combination of the above (and other) options.



The addition of visuals to some of the responses will provide a great creative touch and will, in many
cases, also aid recognition and recollection of these responses. Furthermore, you may occasionally
present parts of your Portfolio to your classmates, either as practice or as an assessment.

Remember, in order to stand out from the crowd and fully explore your linguistic ability, you must
produce answer paragraphs that have a range of vocabulary, grammar and cultural content. Don’t be
satisfied with one-word answers — they will not earn you good grades and they will limit the
communication that you must establish with your audience.

Good luck !



PART 1

?

TABLE OF CONTENTS
A.ldentities p. 8
B. Experiences p. 81
C. Human ingenuity p. 135
D. Social organization p. 169
E. Sharing the planet p. 249
F. Additional questions p. 277

G. Part 2 (no English) p. 283




A. IDENTITIES

FATOTATA—
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A2,
A3.
Ad4.

CONTENT
AI2WT
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DR
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p- 38
p- 50
p- 69




A.l. Personal attributes

AIZDINT




1. How are you ?
BTITIH -

I am fine, thank you, and you ?
A Z EMNFSET, *uoo s ZAEVLODTT D,
Fine, thanks, *BHIET=E,

[ELy, TR (FAZE) TT, | *HYLBES (TTVET) ., | *- - - TAIL,
I am very well,
ETEHLERRTY,
I feel great,
ETEHERXTRTY,
Not bad,

x5 ENTT,

So so,
*EFHEHTY .

I am not well

*RRAL 2T NWTI /R TEHHY FEA,

I don't feel well today
*SHMEITR L2 GEWTI/SABETRTEHY FEA.
I feel very tired today

*SHIMFETEDIDINATUVET,

*1n Japanese tradition, Japanese people usually do not answer negatively when answering *how

are you ?’ The only difference is the level of formality. Therefore, they do not normally say ‘not
bad’, ‘so so’ etc.

Also the Japanese language tends to use punctuation such as full-stop; ', 1 rather than
question mark.

The following are commonly used :

Q:BITKTIh, (How are you?)
A:ZZ. BNMNFEIET, (Yes, thank you for asking. <very polite>)
A:lZL, TRTY, (I am fine, thank you. <polite, common>)

*As for the level of formality, Y h & S5 TELVET is more formal, and Y H & S5 is less formal
and used among friends and family.

*Although ‘I am not fine/well’ is not commonly used when answering ‘*Ex&KTT N, /, ‘Lo
T9'is less formal than ‘TlxH Y FEA".
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2. What is your name ?
*HEROBEAEIE (fATIH) -

My name is Anna

FAIE/ T7F

FDLREIEL - - - TY, | Christopher
DYVART7—
Daniela
F=x13
Ibrahim

1475k L

Suh Yoon
A—1—YT9,

*In Japanese, the use of the word ‘you’, ‘®%%:#=" is not as common although you can
use it when you have no other way to call a second person, for example, if you do not
know the person’s name. The use of ‘you’ in Japanese is considered slightly direct.
However, in IB oral exams, teachers have to avoid using students’ names to avoid
identifying who is speaking. Therefore, it is appropriate for teachers to use ‘&% 1=".

3. How do you spell your name ? Can you spell your name please ?
BAANIE I FEEETh, BAREZENTIZIN,

A-n-n-a

7+T9/

T ELEEFTFET,
C-h-r-i-s-t-o-p-h-e-r
DYVART7—TT,
D-a-n-i-e-l-a
A=I5TY,
I-b-r-a-h-i-m
14175 ELTY,
S-u-h -Y-0-0-n
A—1—2T9Y,

4. What is your telephone nhumber ?
EEE(TAD)IRAZS BIEATT D,

My telephone number is 1234 @ 5678
FOBEFEIFAZTSE - - TY, |[876 M54 M 321

11



B. EXPERIENCES

BE  (FULMTA)

CONTENT :
B.1. BE&EF (IT5L&580HD) p. 82
B2 MRE (I5<) p. 87
B.3. {KBR (Zw5h) LT p.108

B4. BRYLFTE (BFOYEFLSL) p. 127
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B.1. Daily routine

BEER (5L &580VH0D)
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89. How many times per week do you prepare dinner ?
SR —EME B FAZIEAZ CowARLET,

I prepare dinner once a week
T - FATEAZLOADL —EC—E 1 mE—E
S every evening

XA

when I don’t have any homework

L@ < 72V 2R

on Tuesdays, because my parents work late

KBEHIZ, ME (Vx5 LA) PBESET FEbEETND
on Friday evening, before my favorite TV show

GIEH DK, X7 LEDIZASHORT (12)

on Sundays, so that my parents can rest

HIERIZ, BAOWE (D X5 LA) BMIROETNE

I never prepare dinner, my dad is an awesome cook !
FE HAFEA BFAZEAZLY RERL, RIFVESVNRCEH>TTTING !
AL ERFAMEY 8 A, we have a helper at home

RS BEBIE D BTN =RNET NS,

my family and I eat out every night

FZEL ERIT BITA AR (B LeL) LETHE,
I always eat take-away in the evenings

AL wob K (2) 77 —A M7 —FEEXETNDL,

90. How often do you ... <chore> ?
BRI EDIHN <FHE (ML) > #LEITH

I wash the dishes every day

T [BEHZHLWET, A
set the table twice a week
T=TNDL A AVZE LES/ | —HEFIC ZE/EIC E
T=TNADEINELET three or four times per week
e —HEMIC =, MEEIZ=, ME

as often as possible
TELRETEZLITELRE TS
when we have visitors
BERLSIADBRNWDIEE

*Refer to the Student Workbook for the full list of chores
BHDHBRDETDI X MNZDNTIE, D=2 232ZA4L 5L T (ET) <7ZF&,
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C. HUMAN INGENUITY

H2OESL (VUMD BL)

C.1.
C.2.
C.3.
C4.

CONTENT :
Z@E (2529)

LA (zOLH)
AT47

TH/A9—

p.136
p.147
p. 156
p. 165
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C.1. Transport

3@ (Z2523)

% .
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91. Which means of transport do you prefer and why ?

HEf=ld EN ZBELREAN BETIH,

EFhFESLTTID,

I prefer to travel
FE- - - RITTHION
NFETY,

by car

T ®
bicycle
BTAE

on foot

HNT (HDHWT)

because
BERS,

it is fast and convenient

R TRAYTI M D,

you don’t get wet when it rains
MOFF., ShFEHAN L,

you can listen to music

BH%E BKIENTEFTINDG,

it is very healthy

ETHLIFAT ST M,

I enjoy the open air

NOERZELAEFIT I D,

I can stop when and where I want

WDOTH WFELGEIC LFEHIIENTEFEFING,

I enjoy the exercise

FESAESEZELAFT M D,

I can take photos along the way

. £S5, BE (LvLA) 2EHTENTEFE
IThio,

it allows me to get away from traffic

CAITOML IZIFHIEMN TEFEIADL,
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D.2. Education

HE (F£50)

—

4
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227. Where do you go to school ?
HEEIFEDRERITITOTLETD,

I go to school *at the International School of <...>
FlE- - - () T2TVE |IT/D | - - - AVE3—F23FILRI—L
ElS the American School of <...>

I am a student o TRAYVAVARI =

K- - (D) H£ETT, the British School of <...>

- JUT4vaRrRI—L
the <...> International School
AV —F a3 FILRY—L
a private school in <town/city>
(BT - #MATDLHE) DFAIL (LY D) DFEK
a government school in <town/city>
(BT - BBHDER) DAL (Z25YD) OER
an IB school in <town/city>
(BT - HDLFD) O IBRI—IL
about five kilometres from my home
EHH5F0CHLDDOER

in <town/city>, far from my home
2/ D (BT - MHDAHD) T. FADRERMN 5E L DFK

abroad

B DER

across the border, in <town/city>
EoEML o (B - BHDLED) DFEHR

*For 'at', in this case, 'IZ' is most appropriate, and for 'of', '®' is most appropriate.

(IZfT->TWET or *O 4 & T9 would be appropriate).
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E.3. Environment

BIE (hAZTLS)

v

(el

E R — D
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255. Which environmental problems are there in your country ?
HLET-OEICE, EALDLAZTLEIDBLATELLHY FIDH,

*In my country
MOETIE A *IZIE.
*In <name country>

(Bm&HD Tk *I<
[£.

*[Z[% is used when H Y
* 9 follows at the end
of the sentence.

it is very easy to hunt wild animals

ETEDNATZAITEHE (DPEW) DEIARDEDNFADIENTEET,
deforestation is a serious problem

FH (LAYVA) DIEFESTVHEKX (L 570 BBHAFZWTT,

the government continues to destroy forests
FLSHFEZIHOLEITTLET,

water pollution has become a major problem
KOBEABREELGHLALZWIIGE>TETWET,

elephants and rhinos are being poached

Z2% LA AHFDY LS3TNTVET,

*there is/are
" *& ") i-g—o

*we have

*HYFET,

serious problems with air pollution

RRBEADEKX (L 5L GBHAELS

a lot of noise pollution from the traffic and the airport
RBEENARLSTS5M6DEDLHNLHZL

poor sanitation

ZLWEWVL &S50 HBWVEHAEELN

a lack of clean drinking water
ENVEERAKDIZYENHAZLDN

people littering everywhere

ARMEZ (I2) THIAZETTHLALZLND

too many factories that produce toxic fumes
BEKDAREHTIH (25L&3) BAETELHLALZLN
a lot of corruption

ZLDEL LN

no strict laws for the environment
DAZELSITDODVTIES YDMNEULLLBEVHATZLAD
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PART 2

Part 2 of this Japanese Ab Initio Portfolio contains all the same questions as Part 1, with the only
difference being that you will now not find any English questions and answers — only the Japanese
versions of all the questions and answers from Part 1.

Once you have practised the questions and answers in Part 1, using the English support, proceed to this
second part so that you familiarize yourself with the characters without the help of the English
translations.

Remember that in your final IB assessments there will be no English either, so it is essential that you
recognize, understand and master all these characters without any support given.

I HAI, WAKARIMASHITA

‘j:l'\s bb\ l') i L/f:o
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61. HEHEEODRD TAMTLWE

BE (L&<L) 1BRHD BT D,

RTH=BIL

EFZMIC
=LA TLY
&<

<AV =i

- - EBERET, Iy aRTFhELEYITCEYSH

ESFvr—ny
L VY AV &
=AY

Z1E

Z5HA

SEA

BIL

=LA

EADD
TARD
STHELwS/5HEZIFA

- ERAFET K

Y—EPIIN—YTa1—X
SRV
_OHbeMha—kb—
Y&<bp

HELD

Bt

62. EDKELOMN WLWBIFA FETTh,

A
A

- -
- -
- -

IOPFESHLEDOE - -
AFETT,
AFETT,
- BIFETY,

" —Gj—o

YAZ

INFF
gL—72)L—Y
= s by VA

L

ERAY)

14

S BAIFE

(Some Japanese common fruits are added below)

AES
w2
HMA

P =
< d—
mnE
LWH LKL
HMNA

23
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<add a typical drink from your home culture(s)>




89. L0 # o) /BHABHAE IZIF @A

(BAIZA) BEATLET .,

CISE | FADF - s BVET,

FhAODHET
Fho#EH (L)
FDE
(BT D % Hi)
(B #mm)

ZEAX(D)
—BEFAX(D)
—+REFNFAX(D)
AE+BAX(D)
BE+HAX(D)
mEHA*(D)

XD FOBEHE O ARAK- - - TY,

**For this sentence, **(®) and **inhabitants and

**people will be deleted. One of the correct

examples should be; #AM# D AQE, =ZBATY,

*ZT]rfEL®
(F&LLlw5 L)
*ANR (BDEVE)

Word order should be : #AD# (L5) ISIF=ZBEADET XEFL® (Z2xLp5Lw») BALVET,

90. (En%&wED ® Lp&ld ESTID.

(En&FD & L& F - - -TY,

(&R D A H)

CCIF. (year) ML ETYT, LT (A) T—&F (LWBIEFA) KREVETTY,
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91. TLEABCHLIE (LWWI &, FEEDAHWIE) [TOVTEDHLTLESL,

KB, ZWEBEOLDEELSIT, J53RAA—FrD—ADNERSIZCHVDDHDLLHEYELE,
LwEqL50EEH I T, MUIXALALLTESERESE, EEVVELE (WWVELR) &

FET CITEEICHLOET, REBZPMTRAME T L,

MFEIDREBIZ, BRODACASAZESADET=-OAFELT=,

fAInhig., 73 RAA—FEIDLLRANELK LG LT, FEBIEMNEERD I ) v II2DODRTWWEE L,
MIEZENIE, FERT & DO Y £ SEELAOMZICEKDET. VU= vIIZWVE LT,

ZLT. SY&LSFIE. DUZEV LS VAIZDONTHITE, TITEL Lo IAEMNLEZE (WKL) DLIT
ADMEET, ETHo2hInf=hfZEE0NELT,
SYX—HIEIZ/TOISAEBIEIZ, ROA, MPRFTHERPNELE-T, FRIZHLES>TEE LT,

92, IVEABTHETEIELITODVTHATLESLY,

AIENEL. BESVTVE, DHVBOARELVN/BELY DOXDOANISEICDERF L,
ZOOMPVBEDOAFENWT X YEERT, O—VRXRELEPVWANKDZEIEVNT, Y9I XEMFTLELT,
M, BEZECESICRAZDIZ, EpSITHNIETEDADNY RINvTEEST, IFLYBHELT,
ZOANFZFAT, ZTOIHEZHELDITVLEIONAULEETE LT,
PMIEFDEAIFTSIZ, LFE-T (EF-T) BITKZITHBDEIIZSIFUELT,

FDEAIFSE. TLETDIDADHLNWZLIZA>T, 2hFEYFELT,

EZDONY RNy TEENMSVALT, ZDANITMZLELT,

MDZIESHBDZTWNT, ThB>TWWELEA, R, N RNV TEMZLEEZEICERAVWEEVELT:,
[FTWEDIDAIK. ZDEAESIT. PMULDEIZASELSIITLLELT, BERFFWLWEDL LIZEMVELT,

93. HEERRECIICOWTELTLEE W, FLT, BUFEIKREALGIEZLTETITELED.

SE (17E) BEEE, BEFEDOM, $o0LF (WE) ASoTLDIZTRADEELT,

BIFELEK (TEY) I2E8EHNT, RFEFLH, ZRIZIT>TEVTFEL, EBWWELT,

Ret-F, FAIEAPOKYLEEZTITDERFELT =,

EDFA. Th (B) BRYYTLT, fAA—bibHeE. EFEDZEDOKRITROMY FELT,
FAIEDIFSICTEDREFRLTEFLEDS, BIKOLETIRYZESTLE=,

BETHT =K. BEFT7ZEHITT, SATAF (QATALY) EDADKDINSBUITHTAZRDITFE LT,
FEINSHBTRELEAEEELEDS, SYF—LIEIT/TH35AGI LI, PhoFEVWLLISRTL,
(UNETR) TTHIAF. TOIBBYFELEAL, (TWEDEED ST SEEZLUVFELT

EpRIZHNG (FWEDEERSIEWSE) NBEVT, ZAZVEIVAIZDONTITEE LT,

BT, TOEBESANLEENH T, MDETHIZHYMNES, EBNVEEVNELT,
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The Language Ab Initio Student Workbook

The Language Ab Initio Student Workbook covers all the components of this language acquisition course and
provides a step-by-step guide to the various assessments. Each component is broken down into its various parts
and plenty of advice and practice are provided in order to ensure that the student is fully prepared when it matters
most. This workbook focuses on reading, writing, listening and speaking and is supported by online resources on
the author’s website (www.mihunlimited.com).

The introduction of a personal Portfolio helps the student create an ongoing record of their learning and allows
them to manipulate the language according to the assessment tasks, the formats and the criteria. By making
language learning fun and personal, the Ab Initio student will find a great deal of motivation to create, share and
reflect on content and culture in the target language.

Ronny Mintjens

For mote information, visit www.mihunlimited.com

To place an order, please contact mihabinitio@gmail.com

ISBN 978-988-78756-6-6
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Also by Ronny Mintjens

The Language Ab Initio Student Workbook
See description on page 26

More than a Game

An autobiographical novel about the author’s life in football and in foreign cultures — his journey from
being a footballing toddler in Belgium, then a top division football player in Swaziland and Tanzania, and
finally becoming the national youth team coach of Tanzania and Qatar

A Journey through North Korea

A photographic album highlighting the various aspects of life, society, history, nature, culture and food
in the world’s most fascinating and least understood country. All the photos were taken during the
author’s nine trips to North Korea

Siri Ya Ndani (“Secrets from the Inside”)

The Swahili version of “More than a2 Game”, now out of print
5 p

A Chief’s Story
A short story, winner of the ROC-Taiwan 40™ Anniversary Writing Contest, Swaziland, 2008

The Winner Within

A motivational short story, unpublished

For more information on any of these titles, contact miheducationalservices@gmail.com
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In our “Products of Mass Instruction’ series

< Language Ab Initio Student Workbook >
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For updates on our latest publications, please visit

https://www.mihunlimited.com

All types of duplication and/or distribution without express permission from the
author are strictly prohibited by copyright Iaw.

© Mintjens Press
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