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Japanese B Portfolio

Welcome to your Japanese Portfolio. This resource will help you turn your Japanese B course into a
personal journey and prepare you better for the final assessments. The Japanese Portfolio is designed to
be used in conjunction with the Language Ab Initio Student Workbook but can also be used

independently.

What is the Language B Portfolio ?

The Language B course is an organic course. You will build on the language-learning that you have
already completed prior to starting this course and you will continue to learn vocabulary, grammar, syntax,
skills and cultural facts throughout the various units that your teacher presents. While the course is open-
ended, there are a wide range of themes and topics that »ust be covered and that are the same for all

languages.

In your prior study of Japanese you will already have covered many of these themes and topics. At the
start of your Language B study there will be an expectation that you can communicate at a reasonable
level of knowledge and understanding. However, you may need some revision or reinforcement in some
of the course themes.

This Portfolio is a revision resource as well as an extension resource. It contains 333 questions and
answers that cover the foundations of the themes and topics of the course. During your study you will
find that some of these questions are very easy, others will be harder. This is where the distinction

between revision and extension comes in.

The following are the Themes and Topics of the Ab Initio course :

Identities | Experiences Human Social Sharing the
ingenuity | organization planet
Personal Daily routine Transport Neighbourhood Climate
attributes
Personal Leisure Entertainment Education Physical
relationships geography
Eating and Holidays Media The workplace Environment
drinking
Physical Festivals and Technology Social issues Global issues
well-being celebrations

The development of a Portfolio is #of an IB requirement but will help you a great deal as you expand
your knowledge and understanding of spoken and written Japanese and as you undertake progressively
more complex readings, writings and oral presentations.

In this Portfolio, the course has been divided up into five themes and twenty topics. For each topic a
number of questions have been suggested. The questions range from basic to complex and you are



encouraged to answer each one of these questions whilst using the vocabulary and grammar that you

have learned previously and that you will revisit in your Language B lessons.

This process of answering many questions allows you to further familiarize yourself with the topic-
specific vocabulary, to revise and practise the grammatical concepts learned and to provide personalized
answers in writing and speaking. The creative nature of the Portfolio also allows for differentiation,
where you can challenge yourself to provide detailed answers, to explore grammatical variations (eg
tenses) and to set minimum requirements for yourself (eg “use at least three adjectives”).

The table below shows you the various applications of your Portfolio.

Applications of the | Writing Listening Reading Individual

Portfolio (Paper 1) | Comprehension | Comprehension Oral
(Paper 2) (Paper 2)

Coverage of all the N N N i

course topics

Vocabulary practice \ N N

Grammar practice v N N

Writing practice v N

Speaking practice )

Listening practice N

Combining Portfolio N N

paragraphs will lead

to almost complete

responses

Cultural N N | N

understanding

By the time you reach the end of the Portfolio, you will have an impressive set of questions and answers
that will, in various forms, be tested in your Individual Oral examination, your Paper I creative writing

and your Paper 2 reading and listening comprehension exercises.
Be advised though that the content of this Portfolio (vocabulary, grammar) is only a foundation. In your
language B course your teacher will provide you with resources and assessments that go well beyond the

level of the language contained in this Portfolio. Consider this Portfolio a starting point, not an end.

How do I use my Japanese B Portfolio ?

This Portfolio workbook contains a comprehensive list of questions and answer options that have been
grouped by theme and by topic.



Your task is to :

find the questions that you cover as you progress through the Language B course. For example, once you
have revised or covered the topic of “Eating and Drinking”, you should consult the portfolio section on
this topic;

study or revise the vocabulary and the grammar related to the topic in question before attempting to
answer all the relevant questions;

study the many answer options that have been given and select the ones that apply to your personal
situation. From these options, construct your personalized answers manner. For example, when you
describe yourself, select the features that correspond with what you look like. Of course, you can add
more features or change what needs to be changed;

practise your writing but also your speaking : read the questions and the answer options out loud, draft
your answer paragraph and learn how to say that paragraph;

keep up to date with your course. As soon as you have covered a certain topic, or parts thereof, you
should work on the corresponding questions. This will prevent your independent work from building up
beyond manageable levels. Always remember that a new language is learned on a daily basis, not on the
eve of the examination ...

add your own additional questions, vocabulary and answer options at the end of each section. Remember
that the target level of the Language B course goes beyond the content of this Portfolio;

work progtessively from the English/Japanese section to the Japanese-only section.

Portfolio example

When you are being asked : « Can you describe your house/flat 2» (Question 14), you must not simply say

that your house is big or small or that your flat has five rooms. In order to fully exploit this question and

show how much you have learned in Japanese, you should mention :

whether your home is a house, an apartment, a chalet, a mansion

whether your home is big or small

whether your home is modern or not

whether your home is near the city centre, in the suburbs or in the countryside
whether there is one floor or more than one floor

whether there is a garden or not

whether there is a view of the mountains or of the town

how many rooms there are in your home

which rooms there are in your home

etc.

When describing your home, why not include a photo in your write-up, Powerpoint presentation or blog

entry ? Be as creative and artistic as you can when working on your Portfolio — it is there for you to

enjoy !



Possible formats of your Portfolio

Eventually your Portfolio will become a summary and a record of your language-learning experience. It
is something you should celebrate and be proud of, so think of a way in which you can fully express
yourself and revise best for your IB examinations.

Some options include :

e using an exercise book to prepare your answers in writing;
e working on a word-processed Portfolio;

e developing a blog;

e creating Powerpoint presentations;

e producing short video clips;

° etc.

Your teacher may also ask you to produce a combination of the above (and other) options.

The addition of visuals to some of the responses will provide a great creative touch and will, in many
cases, also aid recognition and recollection of these responses. Furthermore, you may occasionally
present parts of your Portfolio to your classmates, either as practice or as an assessment.

Remember, in order to stand out from the crowd and fully explore your linguistic ability, you must
produce answer paragraphs that have a range of vocabulary, grammar and cultural content. Don’t be
satisfied with one-word answers — they will not earn you good grades and they will limit the
communication that you must establish with your audience.

Good luck !

Share the ways in which you use the Ab Initio Portfolio — as a classroom resource,
an independent study resource, a differentiation resource or simply to learn a
language you will use during your next holiday !

Join one of our Language Ab Initio online communities
for further support and resources :

For teachers :
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/groups/1081827915163033/
LinkedIn - https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8447950

For students :
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/groups/500435416956563/
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PART 1

?

TABLE OF CONTENTS
A.Identities p. 8
B. Experiences p. 81
C. Human ingenuity p. 135
D. Social organization p. 169
E. Sharing the planet p. 249
F. Additional questions p. 277

G. Part 2 (no English) p. 283




A. IDENTITIES

FATOTATA—
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A3.
Ad4.

CONTENT
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p-9

p- 38
p- 50
p- 69




A.l. Personal attributes

AIZDINT




Can you describe your room ?
HLE-OBMEIZOVT V&5 Lp/AEIHLY LTLEELY,

My room is | very big

LOMEILX- | & TH KEL

-+ TY, quite small

vy & INEL

rather comfortable

Hy & W THEALL
modern
FAEWTE - EF4Y - 5455
bright

AL (HMBHLY)
clean

Enl
disorganized
E-H0
spacious

[GLy (DALY

I have a bed
There is Ny
FADOEEIZ | a chest of drawers
- - hH | AT
YES, a wardrobe for my clothes
yatEy b
a bookshelf
V.Y AN
a window that looks over the garden
IZHhHRAS FE
a desk with a computer and a desk lamp
aVEa—42—m2<x 12 BR
a television near me
Ry FOHLDIFSIZ TLE

There are two beds - I share my room with my brother/sister
OBEICNY FAZO2HYFET, AT 3B (BEH&) /i (WE5¢&) &
MEZ Yz 7LTUVWET,

10



A.2. Personal relationships

A DGR

11



48. How is your relationship with your parents ?
bR EZEH (VX ILA) ® DAiTvid E5TTD,

My
N0

parents
k3]

and I
ERE

mother
7 (Xid)
dad

X (bbk)

have a great understanding
LLYMLLTWET,

understand each other very well

BB &< Hh>TWLET,

get along very well

&ETH Gh&LL T,

often talk about issues

&< B (WAWA) GTHAKEL I2D2VT ELET,
always try to agree on everything

W2t RLCAALZZE FHDOEIICLTULET,
like to disagree from time to time

EELEE R (FAFWL) O WTAZ HBHFEY,

don’t see each other very often

HFEY |VFEEA

spend a lot of time talking

EUVBE (GALWLEHIA) BELET,

are best friends

RRXAFILYFTT/VBIEEA WY REBTY,

talk on the phone every single day

#8 BFET ELFET,

always go shopping together

W24 LoL&lz BEWBOIZ 72FI/ LWDoH Lo L&IC

Btz

LEI,

49, Do you get along well with your brother/sister ?
ik R (Fr oW Mgk (2x 5720/ LEN) ERPBPNDNTTD,

Most of the time I get along well with my brother
FEAEWDE R (BID) /38 (BESE) ELEMHLWNTT,
Usually my brother and I fight over the smallest things

f=LvTLY BOR/BIE ETHNSWVWIET FANELET,
Occasionally my brother and I work well together
f=%FIc FDOR/BEME ETELENLKBRALGIENTEET,
my brother and I compete a lot
DOR/BERMET K< F&LI3FES5LFET,
My sister and I like to fight at least once a week
Hom (Hi) / Dia e (FAKED) —EFEIZ —EB FANLET,

B (WB5&) EFAIE | get along very well

ETH GHALLY T,

share everything we have

B30k ity Y7 LET.

are best friends
RRARILYFTY/WEIEADKRESLTY,

12




B. EXPERIENCES

BE  (FULMTA)

CONTENT :
B.1. BE&EF (IT5L&580LHD) p. 82
B2 MRE (I5K) p. 87
B3. R (Zp5h) EMRAT p.108

B4. BRYLFTE (BFOYEFLSL) p. 127
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B.3. Holidays

HRIREMRIT (S0 I3HhEY &LII)

14



90. Which holiday activities are there in your country and in each season?
HET-OETIE, ThThOEH (F2€D) TEALBKADEEH (WhDES) BHYFTH,

In summer
g (D) IS

In winter
£ (&) [T

we can
xFhi=blL- - - ZEHTEET,
people often
x»* NZ (DEVE) &KL - - -
it is possible to

- ZENTEFET,
you could

- ZENTEFET,

go to the beach
BIZTLSATEET,

go camping

XTI TEETS

join a youth camp

A—RF¥ v TIZSADTE/ SAMLET,
do a lot of biking

YA ) oT% K SATE/LET,
take a summer course
YI—a0—R&ELBEYET,

get a summer job
YI—23T%95/LFET,

go skiing

AEx—I27LA1TEFT,

play ice hockey on frozen ponds
CEL2EVWFIZTARKR Y r—& LIZITS /172 FT,
walk in the mountains

LWobzEHL A S5EFFET,

learn how to do ice skating

TARR  —bZ2ES (GB5) Z7BVWET,

visit the grandparents

ZRE (FA5F) [TEVZITL A/ EWNITEET,

Word order should be: *EIZFAF=BIXEBIZITK ZENTEET,
#*Z([CARIFE LK RF—[2ITEFET,
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C.3. Media

ATA4T




91. Which TV programs do you like the most and why ?
BEKIE. EOTUEEM ($ACH) H—BFE TN, TLT. ThIEEETTH.

My favorite TV
program is
FhDIWFELTL
EFMIL - - -
TY,

Countdown

vilo I N v B
Survivor

A A

the news
H.=Za1—2X
Shark Tank
=082y
E-buzz

E-\X

the Amazing Race
TA—=DUT - L—X

because
BERS,

they play the latest music videos

MSIERHT (SVWLA) OBEETAZELGALETM G,
I love reality TV
MEVT7I)VT4—2aonNRFETTH DL,

it is important to keep up to date

B (TLLA) OZLEEHMBDIEETHREDTI M,
I am interested in new products
AMEIFLOLLESVDAICZTLSIHDBHBYETHIL,

I love Hollywood and its stars !

FEN) DY FERF—T-BENKIFETT M b,

you get to learn about different countries
ENSEDIEEESTENTEEIT MG,

92. How many hours per day do you watch TV ?

HLE-F—BICARMTLEZRETH,

*On average I watch TV for
~NEALT, A -

- TLEZRZEY,

two hours per day

- —HBIZ number in Japanese FfE
three

four

u!

I never watch TV because I follow the news online
MEIFATATLEERFEA, BELEL, Za—RXREF US54 VTREIT ML,

I don't watch TV, I watch movies and listen to music online
METLEZRFEAN, AVEZRFET. TLT. BEEF US4 VTHEET,
We don’t have a TV at home

MORIZTLEEHY FEA,

*Word order should be : ~WEA LT, #AF—BIZZHBETLEZREY,
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D.3. The workplace

s (L& <)




255. What are the work conditions like in your country ?
HEEOED LIZEDOL&S5WVarTFaoav/DaEsSE E5TTH,

In

- Tl

my country

FDE

<country name>
(Em 40

people work long hours

AR (D EVE) BRVLEREIEELEET,

the work conditions are excellent

LIEDL &Sz arTaoav/DATELS ETIESLLTT,
the workers have a lot of rights

Frod A3 ZLDITAYLRHY FT,

the work conditions are very tough

LIEDL &SN "a0T423 v/ DATESIE ETEHERELANATT,
the workers are not treated very well

Fro K AfzblE HFEY LS TLEE A,

most of the salaries are very low

FEAEDZEWSY £5FETHVLNTT,

there are many foreign workers who don’t earn much

K EADHBEADNEEZEVTVT, HFEUVBEENECIENTEEEA,
most people work from nine to five
FEAEDARIIAFENSEFETEEEET,

there are not enough holidays in the year

—FIZL I RALGKRADHY FH A,

it is difficult to start a business
ESRREWBHDIONELTALINTT,

the taxes are very high

FOWENETHERWTT,

19




PART 2

Part 2 of this Japanese Ab Initio Portfolio contains all the same questions as Part 1, with the only
difference being that you will now not find any English questions and answers — only the Japanese
versions of all the questions and answers from Part 1.

Once you have practised the questions and answers in Part 1, using the English support, proceed to this
second part so that you familiarize yourself with the characters without the help of the English
translations.

Remember that in your final IB assessments there will be no English either, so it is essential that you
recognize, understand and master all these characters without any support given.

I HAI, WAKARIMASHITA

(XL, MY ELT=.
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89. HEuIIE RARR—YETLETRZIDNIFESTTND, Theédb, AEASTLTRZOMNFE
TIH,
- - -BE5300% | FTLET BERS, T4—ILREE (TARN) BREKRZAFEFTH L,
=T, oL HAWNNTETIHID,
FToL HLTIMD,
AT LT TJ7VDF (ZR) #BLABFEFIMS,
AY (FAES) DI7UIEIS5SLETHID,
Y (FALD) DBAFEZRDZENTEEFIT NS,
D9ZTDS5E=%#3E=5001FEFTTIhiG,
90. BHEEOE (KIZ) T—F (LWBIFEA) AR (ZAZE) RHBRAR—YIIATTH,

BOE (<I2) TE
(BEo#&mn T

—& (LWBIEA) ASHH | Yy h—T7,
BAR—YIE N X2JTY,

YL )T,
KikTI,
S55E—T9,
27y bTY,
NRTy FAR—ILTT,
PEPITY,
Lw5&E5TT,
Fav kF—T9,

ECIZT2TH. (RR—YDEH) ZLTVEIANERDIENTEET, ELT. <EAD
E2U® rL—ZUTEVE—DHYFET,
B (FWVFA) LHWE TLETRDIENTEET,
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