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How to Ace IB Mandarin Ab Initio — Reading Comprehension (Paper 2)

Welcome to the How to Ace IB Mandarin Ab Initio — Reading Comprehension (Paper 2)

workbook. This resource will help you prepare fully for the final written and oral IB Mandarin Ab
Initio assessments.

Reading Comprehension (Paper 2) in the Mandarin Ab Initio course

The Language Ab Initio course is an organic course. You will learn vocabulary, grammar, syntax,
skills and cultural facts throughout the various units that your teacher presents. While the course
is open-ended, there are a wide range of themes and topics that must be covered.

In this workbook the course has been divided up into the five themes and the twenty topics of the
IB Mandarin Ab Initio syllabus :

Identities Experiences Human Social Sharing the
ingenuity organization planet
Personal Daily routine Transport Neighbourhood Climate
attributes
Personal Leisure Entertainment Education Physical
relationships geography
Eating and Holidays Media The workplace Environment
drinking
Physical Festivals and Technology Social issues Global issues
well-being celebrations

Through the revision of many years’ worth of past IB Reading Comprehension papers you will
further familiarize yourself with the topic-specific vocabulary. You will be able to revise and
practise the vocabulary and the grammatical concepts learned and to apply these in authentic
Reading Comprehension exercises. In addition, you will be able to practise key structures, develop
your oral skills and complete creative and personalized writing tasks.

By the time you reach the end of the course, you will have a complete overview of the
requirements, the key vocabulary, the grammar points and the creative writing opportunities that
the IB Ab Initio Paper 2 provides. Your knowledge and understanding will then be tested in the
Individual Oral examination, the Paper I creative writing and the Paper 2 reading and listening
comprehension exercises.

How to use this workbook ?

This workbook encourages you to review the relevant vocabulary and grammar through guided
reading and to apply the vocabulary and the grammar points in IB-style speaking and writing tasks.

The workbook is structured on the five main themes of the course, and within each theme the
Past Paper texts and exercises are arranged by topic. Within each topic you will find the following
sections :



Intro : Authentic Reading Comprehension text

This text has been taken from a past IB Mandarin Ab Initio Reading Comprehension exam paper
(reference to the paper and to the sources has been made) and forms the basis for the exercises in
this section. For some of the topics more than one past paper text has been included for analysis.
In this case, the texts are arranged in reverse chronological order.

Part 1 : Kev vocabulary

The key vocabulary has been listed so that you can study the new words prior to reading the source
text. Make sure you practise the spelling as well as the pronunciation !

Part 2 : Sentence drills

A number of sentence structures and grammar points have been highlighted. Study them before
applying them to the sample sentences provided.

Part 3 : Reading comprehension

Once the vocabulary and the grammar points have been studied, do an intensive and detailed
reading of the source text. As you complete this reading, ask your teacher for a copy of the
corresponding “Question and Answer” paper. You can complete this paper for practice, as
homework or in class. Your teacher will also be able to provide you with the corresponding mark
scheme so you can check your answers.

Part 4 : Oral practice

Once you have studied the vocabulary, the grammar and the content of this past paper, conduct a
creative oral task according to set instructions. This will help you improve your pronunciation and
oral fluency. Try to be personal and use as many key words and grammar points from the source
text as possible.

Part 5 : Guided writing

This section builds on the previous one and helps you practise your writing skills. You will find
authentic Composition instructions on the topic being studied. Practise these tasks in preparation
for your final assessments and again, use key words and key grammar points from the source text.

Complementary resources

It is important that you use this workbook in conjunction with the other “Products of Mass
Instruction” resources for Mandarin Ab Initio :

e refer to Chapter 9 of the “Language Ab Initio Student Workbook” for details on the
Paper 2 exam questions. Study the thirteen instructions carefully. Be aware though that
for past papers from before May 2020, a slightly different (but very comparable) set of
instructions applies;

e refer to the “Mandarin Ab Initio Portfolio” for topic-based vocabulary and sample
sentences that you can use in your creative speaking and writing;



refer to the “How to Ace Mandarin Ab Initio — Composition” workbook and study
the features of each text type before practising the Guided Writing part of each chapter in
this workbook.

Your task

In order to make full use of this resource, follow these steps :

complete the study of a unit/topic in class;
study the vocabulary and the grammar points related to the topic of study in this workbook;

complete the Comprehension exercise(s). Your teacher will be able to give you the
Question and Answer booklet of the relevant examination session;

use the “Mandarin Ab Initio Portfolio” to start constructing your personal speaking and
writing;

complete the tasks in this workbook.

Note to teachers

Once your class has completed a particular topic of the Ab Initio course and you would like your
students to practise their comprehension skills on this topic, refer to the table of contents in this
workbook where you will find the course topics and the corresponding page numbers.

What is the “How to Ace IB Mandarin Ab Initio” workbook series ?

This workbook is organized according to the current Ab Initio syllabus and assessment
specifications (from May 2020). However, it contains past papers from 2005 onwards. The
students will only notice the difference when they attempt to complete the official IB past paper
exam for practice. The tasks set out in this workbook are the same for both sets of papers. This
workbook is part of the “Products of Mass Instruction” series for Mandarin Ab Initio which
also includes :

Language Ab Initio Student Workbook
How to Ace Mandarin Ab Initio - Composition (Paper 1)
My Mandarin Ab Initio Portfolio

All these resources are available from Mintjens Press and can be viewed on :

www.mihunlimited.com

Samples are available on the same website.


http://www.mihunlimited.com/
http://www.mihunlimited.com/
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Memorise these new words and practise using them in speaking and writing.
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9 : O 24> - Oral practice
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Use all the key vocabulary and sentence patterns that you have learned in this unit.
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(Introduce one of your foreign friends to a Chinese-speaking person.)

wU zhidao xiézuo

T :1ES B51F  Guided writing

yong bénke xuédao de cihui hé juxing
A xXRZF3WECMmeg & -
Use all the key vocabulary and sentence patterns that you have learned in this unit.
ging xié yipian béke wénzhang jieshao yiwei ni xThuan de waiguépéngyou
FEE-—REBEX &8 NT4H  —MUMREX WHE B & -
(Write an article for your blog, introducing one of your foreign friends.)
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The Language Ab Initio Student Workbook

The Language Ab Initio Student Workbook covers all the components of this language acquisition
course and provides a step-by-step guide to the various assessments. Each component is broken
down into its various parts and plenty of advice and practice are provided in order to ensure that
the student is fully prepared when it matters most. This workbook focuses on reading, writing,
listening and speaking and is supported by online resources on the author’s website
(www.mihunlimited.com).

The introduction of a personal Portfolio helps the student create an ongoing record of their
learning and allows them to manipulate the language according to the assessment tasks, the formats
and the criteria. By making language learning fun and personal, the Ab Initio student will find a
great deal of motivation to create, share and reflect on content and culture in the target language.

- Ronny Mintjens

For more information, visit www.mihunlimited.com

To place an order, please contact mihabinitio@gmail.com

ISBN 978-988-78756-6-6


http://www.mihunlimited.com/
http://www.mihunlimited.com/

15

Also by Ronny Mintjens

The Language Ab Initio Student Workbook

See description on page 14

More than a Game

An autobiographical novel about the author’s life in football and in foreign cultures — his journey
from being a footballing toddler in Belgium, then a top division football player in Swaziland and
Tanzania, and finally becoming the national youth team coach of Tanzania and Qatar

A Journey through North Korea

A photographic album highlighting the various aspects of life, society, history, nature, culture and
food in the world’s most fascinating and least understood country. All the photos were taken
during the author’s nine trips to North Korea

Siri Ya Ndani (“Secrets from the Inside”)

The Swabhili version of “More than a Game”, now out of print

A Chief’s Story

A short story, winner of the ROC-Taiwan 40™ Anniversary Writing Contest, Swaziland, 2008

The Winner Within

A motivational short story, unpublished

For more information on any of these titles, contact mihabinitio@gmail.com or visit
www.mihabinitio.com


mailto:mihabinitio@gmail.com
mailto:mihabinitio@gmail.com
http://www.mihabinitio.com/
http://www.mihabinitio.com/
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In our “Products of Mass Instruction’ series

For the IB Diploma Programme — Language Ab Initio

< Language Ab Initio Student Workbook >
< My IB English Ab Initio Portfolio >
< My IB French Ab Initio Portfolio >
< My IB Mandarin Ab Initio Portfolio >
< My IB Spanish Ab Initio Portfolio >
<How to Ace Spanish Ab Initio — Composition>
<How to Ace Spanish Ab Initio — Reading Comprehension>
<How to Ace Spanish Ab Initio — Listening Comprehension>
< How to Ace Mandarin Ab Initio - Composition >
< How to Ace Mandarin Ab Initio — Reading Comprehension >

<How to Ace Mandarin Ab Initio — Listening Comprehension>

For the IB Diploma Programme — Language B
< My IB English B Portfolio >
< My IB French B Portfolio >
< My IB Mandarin B Portfolio >
< My IB Spanish B Portfolio >
<How to Ace Spanish B — Reading Comprehension — for DP 1>

<How to Ace Spanish B — Listening Comprehension — for DP 1>
< How to Ace Mandarin B - Composition >
< How to Ace Mandarin B — Reading Comprehension — for DP 1>
<How to Ace Mandarin B - Listening Comprehension — for DP 1>

For the IB Middle Years Programme — Language Acquisition
< My MYP English Portfolio >
< My MYP French Portfolio >
< My MYP Mandarin Portfolio >
< My MYP Spanish Portfolio >
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For updates on our latest publications, please visit

https://www.mihunlimited.com/ib-language.html

All types of duplication and/or distribution without express permission from
the author are strictly prohibited by copyright law.

© Mintjens Press


https://www.mihunlimited.com/ib-language.html
https://www.mihunlimited.com/ib-language.html
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Teacher and Student Networks

Teachers of Language Ab Initio — join our teachers’ Facebook group to share, ask, answer and
discuss :
“IB Ab Initio Language” - https://www.facebook.com/groups/1081827915163033/

Join our mailing list for updates on new resources and special offers !

Students of Language Ab Initio — join our students’ Facebook group : “IB Language Ab Initio
Student Community” - https://www.facebook.com/groups/500435416956563/

YouTube : MIH Productions -
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdGm70sXdpwS9kV7if Xm8Iw

Instagram : @mihunlimited (for practice visual stimuli and updates on resources)

Twitter : @MIH Unlimited

Website : www.mihunlimited.com

Email : mihunlimited@gmail.com

Contact rmintjens@gmail.com for enquiries on :

o any of the above products

o consultancies on designing and implementing Group 1 and Group 2
Language programs

o consultancies on designing and writing a Language Policy

o consultancies on effective language teaching (Group 1 and Group 2)
o consultancies on Language A School-Supported Self-Taught

o teacher training for Groups 1 and 2

o author school visits (Book Week, Reading Week)

. CAS trips/educational trips to Bangladesh, Bhutan, DPRK (North
Korea)


https://www.facebook.com/groups/1081827915163033/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1081827915163033/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/500435416956563/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/500435416956563/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdGm7OsXdpwS9kV7ifXm8Iw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdGm7OsXdpwS9kV7ifXm8Iw
http://www.mihunlimited.com/
http://www.mihunlimited.com/
mailto:mihunlimited@gmail.com
mailto:mihunlimited@gmail.com
mailto:rmintjens@gmail.com
mailto:rmintjens@gmail.com
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How to Ace Mandarin Ab Initio - Composition

The “How to Ace Mandarin Ab Initio — Composition” workbook encourages the student to
review the relevant vocabulary and grammar of the Ab Initio course through guided writing and
to apply the features of a variety of text types in IB-style writing tasks. Through the revision of
ten years’ worth of past IB Composition papers they will further familiarize themselves with the
text types and with the topic-specific vocabulary. The student will be able to revise and practice
the grammatical concepts learned and to apply these in creative and personalized writing tasks.
The creative nature of this workbook allows for differentiation where they can challenge
themselves to explore grammatical variations and to set minimum requirements.

By the time the student reaches the end of this workbook, they will have a complete overview of
the text types, the key vocabulary, the grammar points and the creative writing opportunities that
the IB Ab Initio Paper 1 provides. The workbook is structured by Section and by text type. For
each text type at least one sample exercise is provided in two versions : one with pinyin and the
other without pinyin. The pinyin version will make it easier for the student to recognize and
understand the sample texts while the non-pinyin version fully reflects the final examination.



